
“ Our lives are much easier now, because we 
have all that we need right where we are.”  
Jesper Therkildsen, architect and resident

Industrial Evolution

the appliance company using it as a storage 
facility abandoned it in the early 2000s.  
The property consisted of two conjoined yet 
distinct buildings—they were attached in  
a U-shape but their interiors weren’t con-
nected. “When we saw that old stock house,” 
Jesper says, “my thoughts and fantasy  
began to work.” They bought the property  
in 2015 and moved in three years later.
 A passageway now links the two struc-
tures, allowing free movement between 
them. Numerous balconies and terraces, 
including one on the rooftop, offer plenty of 
outdoor space, and the basement’s home 

Looking to swap the coast for the city, a Danish 
couple repurpose a run-down warehouse.

theater—and wine cellar—is perfect for 
movie nights with family and friends.
 Thankfully, get-togethers aren’t weighed 
down by thoughts of the next morning’s 
slog to the office, because Jesper works in 
the back of the home and Karin runs her 
skin-care clinic out of the front. And while 
the renovation prioritized open areas over 
smaller rooms, there are moments of more 
intimate scale—including Jesper’s favorite 
furnishing, the living room’s Eero Aarnio 
Ball Chair. “It’s special and beautiful in 
form,” he says, “and when I sit in the chair, 
it’s like a room within the room.”  

The building’s black 
windows pay homage 
to its industrial past. 
Each step of the 

A wood-covered steel 
bridge leads to the front 
of the 4,000-square-
foot home (below).  

For nearly a decade, architect Jesper 
Therkildsen and his wife, Karin, lived in 
a dream house: a 2,900-square-foot space  
of Jesper’s design that looked out onto 
Denmark’s Little Belt strait, a regular haunt 
of porpoises, whales, and myriad bird spe-
cies. But the couple gradually realized they 
were ready to trade their waterfront vistas, 
and Jesper’s 19-mile commute, for the con-
venience of city life. They set their sights  
on nearby Fredericia, where Karin worked 
and the couple first met.
 They eventually found a dilapidated 
1930s building that had been empty since 

floating staircase (bot-
tom) contains built-in 
lighting, but the wiring 
is hidden from view.

Jesper and Karin 
Therkildsen designed 
the dining table in  
collaboration with Erbs 
Studio. Glass doors 
lead to a terrace that is 
well equipped for 
lounging as well as 
outdoor dining.
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